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crowded out of all shape, and the one feature of the legion,
its great elasticity of movement, was cast to the winds. Still
the Roman soldiers, individually and in groups, though fast
losing their maniple formation, fought their way into the
enemy's line, step by step. The Carthaginian salient was
steadily thrust back, and back, and farther back, until from
a salient it straightened to a line of battle, and then, yet
farther yielding, it began to assume the form of a reentering
angle. Into this breach the Koman infantry now poured,
shouting their cry of victory.

They were met, not by a flying foe, but by the fatal conse-
quence of overaudacity. So closely had their lines been
formed and so sharply had they become pressed in that the
soldiers had no room left to wield their weapons. The five
feet square of the Eoman legionary had been crowded down
'by more than half. Still the mere weight of the mass of men
with their knobbed shields kept pushing back the Carthagin-
ian centre, which Hannibal in person was handling in the
thickest of the fray, and which, by his skillful dispositions, he
kept in astonishingly good order and without a symptom of
demoralization. Wherever he appeared, was cheerful confi-
dence and courage. The Carthaginian infantry wings, as the
Eoman centre pushed forward, also advanced steadily and in
admirable order, thus all the more crowding the Eoman line,
which itself had now assumed the form of a wedge and had
begun to lose all semblance of its maniple structure* Plu-
tarch and Appian state that the southeast wind blew with
such violence as to all but blind the Eomans with the sand
which, flew in their faces, and seriously to hamper their move-
ments.

The decisive moment had come. Hannibal, seizing it with
the instinct of the born commander, gave the anticipated
order to his African infantry on the wings. These, pre-, three in one, pressed on, the ranks becameandful escaping up river).from being taken inch
